Two cases of intraoperative herniation of the endotracheal tube cuff.
During anaesthesia for elective procedures, 2 dogs developed acute airway obstruction caused by herniation of the endotracheal cuff. This is an uncommon but potentially fatal complication especially when minimal monitoring of the patient leads to late recognition of the condition. The most typical symptoms are decreased thoracic excursions and tidal volume, absence of gas flow through the endotracheal tube, change in the capnographic waves morphology and increased airway pressures. In both cases desaturation of haemoglobin (measured by pulse oximetry) occurred in-between 6 and 8 minutes after cuff herniation. All signs normalised following partial deflation of the cuff. Careful management of cuff pressures especially when nitrous oxide is used, awareness of the condition and monitoring of the patient can prevent fatal consequences.